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Doctor embarks on an investigation into ancient Egyptian mythology and discloses a threat to the 
universe in the four part adventure "The Pyramids of Mars". 
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IMPOSING 
BUILDING STANDS 
ISOLATED ON A BAR¬ 
REN, INHOSPITABLE 
WORLD! TO ESCAPE IS 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
THERE IS RE ALL Y NO¬ 
WHERE TO GO ONCE 
CAUGHT IN THE SNARE 
1 OF... THE COLLECTOR! 


It was an astounding sight! The arrival of a 
tenth planet in Earth's solar system ... 
ominously heralding the arrival of the 
dreaded Cybermen! Read this historic 
account of the first time these inhuman 
beings entered our lives, remembering that 
it wasn't to be the last... 

Meet the Collector, an unsavoury alien 
academic whose strange hobby is 
collecting people and things from different 
times in Earth's past.. then journey with 
Abslom Daak and his unscrupulous band 
of alien warriors into yet another 
awesome, galactic battlel 

Also this issue, an incredible opportu¬ 
nity to win one of 250 Dr Who new theme 
tune records! There's so much happening 
this issue, I really mustn't keep you a 
second longer from all the excitement that 
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§> " PROSASLY STILL 
BE ANOTHER 
HUNDRED YEARS 
BEFORE OUR DISTRESS 
CALL'S PICKED UP! 
T'LL BE MtDDLE- 
A&EP BY THEN i'J 


»BUTTME 
W ENTIRE 
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I A CONSCIOUS 

intelligent 

COMPUTER, 

WHOSE 
FUNCTIONS 
.ARE TO 
PROTECT AMD 
v SUSTAIN 

W /Me... > 


WHY,,.THE \ 
S’A/ZF* ' 
HERSELF! 
FXTEPT she's 
REBUILT HER¬ 
SELF INTO 
THIS HOUSE J 

now,,. / 


f THAT'S HOW X N. 
PICK UP SPECIMENS FOR > 
MY ANTNROPOL 061CAL 
COLLECTION...OF, MAYBE 
ITS WRONG TO KIDNAP 
V THEM...BUT STUDY , 
N. KEEPS ME SANE.../ 


/ per¬ 
haps: 

SUT 

WHO'S 

THIS 

'SHE? 


'SHE MANASED^ 
TO PUT US DOWN 
HERE...AND SHE'S 
BUILT ALL THIS TO 
KEEP ME ALIVE AND 
COMFORTABLE j. 


s' A LON 
/ WITH THE 
SHORT-RAN6E 
TELEPORT 
TERMINAL.., 
USEFUL. 

V THAT,,. Y 
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ALL AROUND 
V US.,. 
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/ LDEAD ? 1 

' ON DEAR... 
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V HAPPEN... y 


THAT'S 


RECENT , 
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NOT A£T A 

*»■' jJ 


yANO 
NOW VC 
ARE... St 

L PE AO. 


Another minute p/no s 
THE THREE WHO REMAIN 
INSIDE THE TAROIS 


And when the taro/s's 
MIGHTY ENGINES AGAIN, 
PAPE INTO SILENCE ... I 


THE INSTRUMENT T 
READINGS WHEN WE 
LANDED (MERE 
ODD... PERHAPS THERE'S 
AWAY OUT OF J 
THIS.... jL 














WELL,I'M SURE \ 
SUB'LL HAVE 
PLENTY OF TIME 
TO TELL YOU WHILE 
VOW RE V>/AIT/NS 
TO 8E PICKED UP.' 
AFTER ALL, SUB , 
SAW IT / 

HAPPEN... / 


/THINK WE'LL 
/ SET SACK TO 
' THE TARDIS 
8EFORE 
ANYTHIN O 
.ELSE HAPPENS 

no d/s ' 


A AND > 
VARAN TAK'S 

yna alive, 

TOO ! y 
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WHEN I 
■STgOYBO 

E TELEPORT 
AT WHOLE 
TUBE IN 
:h I SENT 
■J TAK TO 
.VENT OUT ■ 
--XISTENCB 
6 WITH OUR 
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PLANET OF ORIGIN: Earth 


OFFENSIVE CAPABILITY: Savage 
strength, body radiates searing heat. 
The touch of a Primord can infect 
the victim with the same chemical 
agent which caused the mutation in 
the original Primord. 


HISTORY: A green chemical formed 
naturally very close to the Earth's 
subterranean crust is thought to be 
the cause of the infection which 
mutates men into Primords. 


During excavation drilling at the 
now closed down Project Inferno 
quantity of the liquid seeped to 1 
surface via the bore hole. Physica 


All UNIT members should rep 
Primord sighting immediately. 


10 PRIMORfK \ KNOW YOUR ENEMY 


contact with the liquid would 
induce madness and side effects 
akin to Rabies in the victims. 

Coarse hair on the skin and a 
severe rise in body temperature 
would subsequently occur. At this 
stage, contact with the victim 
should be avoided where possible as 
the Primord can infect others 
through touch. Full metamorphosis 
only happens when the external 
temperature rises above blood heat. 
In that stage the creature loses all 
semblance of humanity and reverts 
in shape and mind to a savage, wolf- 



























Q.W&OF THC BEST FINISHES 
SEEN IN RACING HISTORY 


®ss 


WHEN IT COMES TO A GREAT FINISH THESE NEW 
1/24 th SCALE KITS FROM AIR FIX REALLY ARE 
FIRST PAST THE CHEQUERED FLAG. 

THEY'RE SUPERBLY DETAILED, AND MOULDED IN 
TWO COLOUR PLASTIC. THE RUBBER- LIKE TYRES 
CAN BE DIRECTED JUST LIKE THE REAL THINGr ^ 
AND BOTH CARS COME KITTED OUT WITH .—Lv 
AUTHENTIC SETS OF RACE DECALS. / ' —N-/” 
SO EVEN AT THE STA RTING GRID THE ( f/ 

LANCIA STRATOS AND TRIUMPH TRY ){( 

ARE WINNERS. H 

THEY'RE IN YOUR SHOPS NOW. , * 

LOOK OUT FOR MORE -—‘— 

TOP GEAR RALLY KITS 
FROM A!RFIX ^ 

COMING SOON. /C -:-- --- Hp 






IAN 

MARTER 


E arly in the spring of next year. 
Target Books will release the 
seventh in their range of Dr 
Who novels featuring the Doctor's 
second incarnation. It will be quite a 
treat for fans of the second Doctor as 
the story also features a villain played 
on television by Troughton himself, 
the ruthless political schemer, 
Salamander! 

What is perhaps most surprising of 
all is that the book has been written 
by actor Ian Marter, previously known 
for his three adaptations of Tom Baker 
stories — an era of the programme 
with which he had many connections. 

Initially, after reading the script, 
Ian Marter was a bit daunted by the 
idea of tackling an old story, especially 
as he had no visual references to help 
him. Luckily Ian was able to view the 
one episode of "Enemy of the World" 
still intact at the BBC, and from the 
notes he took, began arranging his very 
unique style of writing to fit the 
people and events of the serial. Simple 
facts, not apparent in the script, such 
as the woman Fariah being black, 
intrigued him, and made for a more 
interesting approach to the book. This 
was more endearing to the author and 
thus, hopefully, to the readers. 

In transcribing the TV series 
"Enemy of the World" into text form, 
Ian was confronted- by many sequen¬ 
ces that needed a great deal of thought 
to be dealt with effectively in a non¬ 
visual medium. The story had a 
decidedly political bent and was heavy 
on dialogue and contained very few 
special effects. One of Ian's problems 
was, for instance, how to represent a 
conversation over video monitor 
accurately without recourse to the 
many visual tricks available to the 
television Producer. The interest that 
might be generated by cutting between 
cameras or by altering the angle of 
view would have to be echoed by Ian 


in terms of careful editing of 
ambiguous conversation, or by 
alteration of the context in which 
certain information is imparted to the 

Ian Matter's style of writing differs 
from those of his Target contempo¬ 
raries, such as Philip Hinchliffe and 
Terrance Dicks, in that he tends to 
"flesh out" the stories, often adding 
bits that were never seen on television! 
Questioned about this, Ian confirmed 
he had received many letters accusing 
him of heresy from die-hard fans but 
added in reply his belief that a book 
should do more than just replay the 
screen script in paragraph form! On 
the topic of writing for children Ian 
outlined his philosophy of never 
writing downwards for a younger 
readership, adding that, editor 
permitting, "Enemy of the World" will 
contain strong words simply because 
they are now a standard feature of our 
own language at all ages and should 
therefore be included in our literature. 

"The Ark in Space", Ian Matter's 
first book for Target, was published in 
1977. He had been approached to do 
this novel during his period of regular 
acting for Dr Who in the part of 
Surgeon Lieutenant Harry Sullivan. At 
a dinner function he had got into con¬ 
versation with the then Editor of 
Target Books who happened to 
mention that nobody seemed keen to 
do "Ark in Space" as a book, because 
of its very complex and atmospheric 
plot. This had been a particularly 
favourite story of Ian Matter's and he 
jokingly expressed a yearning to tackle 
it himself. When the editor replied, 
"Why not?" the seed was planted that 
shortly afterwards saw Ian sitting 
down at a typewriter constructing the 
first chapter. 

It was tempting to consider writing 
the novel from Harry Sullivan's stand¬ 
point, confessed Ian, but he had 












resisted the urge, feeling that it would 
have led to awkward roundabout 
explanations for scenes and events that 
did not involve Harry. Nevertheless he 
had used the novel as a vehicle for 
conveying the feelings of an ordinary 
man when confronted by a person so 
unpredictable and as alien as the 
Doctor. 

The second adaptation, "The 
Sontaran Experiment" fell his way 
partly again because no-one wanted to 
tackle a two-part serial and partly 
because Ian himself wanted to follow 
on from the ending he had written 
into "Ark". 

To date, his most acclaimed book 
has been "The Ribos Operation", the 
opening story in the "Key to Time" 
series. Ian Marter confided that he had 
worked predominantly from the script 
for this one, nevertheless so well did 
he put over this tale of events on a 
snow-covered medieval planet that one 
letter from a fan ruefully wished Ian 
had been allowed to direct the tele¬ 
vision story! 

Ian Marter's other involvement with 
Dr Who has of course been acting, and 
talking about his parts in the series Ian 
sardonically pointed out the obsession 
the show's Producers had with casting 
him as a sailor! Back in 1973 he 
appeared as First Officer Andrews in 
the Jon Pertwee serial "Carnival of 
Monsters" aboard a steam ship 
supposedly cruising in the Indian 
Ocean. Despite the exotic setting 
worded in the script, actual location 
work was shot aboard an obsolete old 
Fleet Auxiliary ship moored in the 


Thames Estuary! It was Ian's first 
encounter with Jon Pertwee, and his 
principle memory of this was the 
Director endeavouring to disuade Jon, 
with his magpie nature, from walking 
off with several of the ship's brass 
fittings at the end of the day's filming! 

Two years later, Ian was back in a 
sailor's uniform — this time as a 
regular character in the series, Harry 
Sullivan, whose initial appearance 
coincided with Tom Baker's first 
portrayal of the Doctor in "Robot". 

Oddly, Ian's character had been 
devised before the actual nature of the 
new Doctor had been worked out. The 
Producer had cast the youngest actor 
so far in the form of 40 year old Tom 
Baker, nevertheless they were unsure if 
he would prove as active as Jon's very 
dynamic portrayal. Thus Harry was 
created to handle the "strong arm" 
scenes. 


However, when it became apparent 
that Tom was perfectly able to do 
action scenes, Ian's role was modified 
to that of a well-meaning companion 
known for making the odd blunder; 
like sliding down crevasses or 
triggering cave-ins. There is apparently 
in existence an American fan group 
diligently promoting a "Harry-Sullivan 
-is-not-an-imbecile-Campaign"! 

Harry Sullivan's character worked 
especially well with the Doctor's other 
assistant at the time, Sarah Jane 
Smith, and the serio-comic relation¬ 
ship between the two won the pair a 
very strong and faithful fan following 
both here and in America. 

Off stage, the friendship between 
Ian and Elisabeth Sladen has 
continued, and they both attended a 
two-day Dr Who fan convention in Los 
Angeles USA as guest stars! 

The sudden popularity of Dr Who 


flS 





en sadly dogged by the lack 
ingredient vital to make it a 
loney! Script, designs, cast. 


out there quite staggered Ian who 
found the blazer he wore as Harry 
Sullivan raising over £100 in the 
charity auction to raise money for a 
hospital. Later, he and Liz were able 
to present the hospital with a cheque 
from the convention for nearly £650. 

Back in England, Ian is still keeping 
busy. His acting talents are much in 
demand with rehearsals underway for 
a part in a forthcoming BBC 
production of "Elizabeth Alone". 
There is also talk of stage work at the 
Bristol Old Vic. On the writing side, he 
is currently working on a series of 
articles for the Sunday Times Colour 
Magazine concerning famous disasters, 
such as the Hindenberg Airship crash. 


found and it still seems strange to Ian 
that in this post Star Wars science 
fiction boom no-one has yet given 
serious thought to transposing the 
TARDIS voyages onto the big screen 
again. 

Still, in the words of Harry Sullivan, 
"I think I'll stick to Inter-City from 


THE BLAZER IAN WORE AS 
HARRY SULLIVAN FETCHED 
£100 IN A CHARITY 
_AUCTION!_ 


He hopes to write again for Target's Dr 
Who series and is hoping that a script 
he has submitted for the 1981/82 
season of Dr Who will be accepted. 

One personal project Ian Marter 
regrets never having seen come to 
fruition is the screenplay for a Dr Who 
film which he wrote back in 1976 in 
collaboration with Tom Baker. The 









Dear Dr Who Monthly, 

So, the Photo-file has 
come to a natural close, eh? 
But why restrict it to 
regular actresses and actors? 
Surely other people qualify 
too? What about John 
Leeson (K-9's voice) for 
example — not usually seen 
I know, though he has 
appeared in person, surely 
he's still a regular. 

Getting away from the 
actors, what about the rest 
of the team, ie past and 
present Producers, writers, 
special effects and sound 
effects people? 

Maybe you fear that 
many readers wouldn't be 
interested? 

Pat Ottewell, 
Derby. 

No, Pat, we are so sure they 
would be interested that we 
will be dealing with the 
peripheral members of the 
Doctor Who scene in greater 
detail than we could ever do 
in the photo-file! Watch out 
for features and 'Star Pro¬ 
files' on people involved in 
various aspects of the Dr 
Who mythos! 


Dear Doctor, 

I have just received my 
latest shipment of your fine 
magazine and I must 
comment that I am 
extremely glad to see that 
you've returned to the 
photographic covers. These 
covers bring about a more 
professional look and we 

monsters in full horrific 
colour! 

Enclosed with this letter 
is a photo of myself. I made 
this Sontaran head out of 
latex rubber and painted it 
with acrylic paints. At a 
recent "Space: 1999" con¬ 
vention over here'in the 
States I won second place in 
the "Fantasy Division". I 
thought you might be 
interested in seeing that the 
Doctor's fans sometimes 
like to dress up as some of 
the Doctor's nastier 
enemies! 

Timothy Paxton, 
Ohio, USA. 

Great costume Timothy, 
but we don't understand 
why you only got second 
place! 


Dear Dr Who Monthly, 

When your fantastic 
magazine started a year ago 
you said that we, the 
readers, could write to you 
about the magazine or the 
TV series. Since the new 
series of Dr Who started last 
Saturday, this letter is 
concerned with the new 
story "The Leisure Hive". 

The first episode was 
extremely good. The story 
was the most original plot 
the series has had for a long 
time, the effects are now 
almost as good as those on 
Blake's 7. I loved the "zero 
gravity" squash scene. David 
Fisher brought back the old 
"monster lurking in the 
shadows' sub-plot and did 
it quite well. Hopefully, 
we'll see more of the 
creature in part two! 

Now onto the main 
criticism of my letter - the 
new title sequence. For 
some strange reason, the 
BBC have done away with 
the spectacular time-tunnel 
effect and created a new 
sequence which is pathetic 
in comparison! I suppose 
the BBC think that the new 
background to the titles is 
modern and up-to-date, but 
they're wrong, the old 
sequence was the most 
unique in TV history and 
now its gone! Even the old 
haunting theme-music has 
been altered beyond 
recognition! I hope that 
other fans agree with me. 

Simon Barton, 
Moreton Vaence. 
We’d like to hear your 
thoughts in a few weeks' 
time on the changes that 
you disagreed with! In our 
experience, innovations 
often meet with a certain 
resistance . . . even when 
they are for the better! 


Dear Dr Who Monthly, 

I've seen the first episode 
of the new Dr Who season 
and it was fantastic! It's not 
just a new series, but a new 
programme. The new title 
sequence is great! As for the 
story — it was fabulous! The 
part where Romana is 
telling the Doctor about 
The Leisure Hive and the 
stars appear around the edge 
was the best bit of the 
show. The arrival of John 
Nathan-Turner as Producer 
has improved an already 
superb programme. 

Now onto the new 
monthly. It's great but 
you've only added eight 
pages. The Star Profile is a 
good idea - you should try 
and interview all the past Dr 
Who Producers. 

S. Golder, 
Egham. 

Next month sees eight extra 
pages added to the magazine 
so we hope you'll soon be as 
satisfied with the monthly 
as you obviously are with 
the TV show! 

Dear Dr Who Monthly, 

I think that your new- 
look monthly is excellent. I 
am pleased to see that the 
comic-strips are larger now. 

Will all the stories in this 
new series have four parts? 
Is K-9 really being axed 
from Dr Who? 

Before this new series, 
the programme had very 
good pictures at the 
beginning of each episode. I 
tried many times to take 
photos of them but they 

could you possible include a 
colour feature in Dr Who 
Monthly, showing all the 
pictures from the old title 
sequences and maybe some 
from the new ones. 

Keep up the good work. 

Simon Gartons. 

As we understand it, Simon, 
whenever possible John 
Nathan-Turner (Dr Who's 
new Producer) prefers to 
use the four-part story 
format! - As for K-9, he 
will still be around, but not 
necessarily in every story. 
Incidentally, for an insight 
into John's feelings about 
Dr Who on TV, don't miss 
his interview in issue 27 of 
Starburst magazine! 
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THE 

TENTH PLANET 


W ith a roaring belch of flaming 
gas, a rocket blasts off from its 
launch pad and soars into the 
inky blackness of space. The two 
astronauts aboard, Williams and 
Shultz, report back jubilantly to 
ground control that the Zeus IV cap¬ 
sule is behaving exactly to order. As 
the ship assumes its orbital path, 
monitoring of the craft isvhanded over 
to the Snowcap base of International 
Space Command deep under the ice of 
Antartica . . . 

Looking very much like a reduced 
version of the Houston Mission 
Control centre, operations within the 
tracking room of Snowcap are 
supervised by the two senior scientists, 
Barclay; an Australian physicist, and 
Dyson; the chief engineer from 
England. Both men, however, are 
ultimately responsible to the Base 
Commander — a cigar chewing, no- 
nonsense American general named 
Cutler. 

Up above, the white, icy wilderness 
is broken by the blue outline of a 
police telephone box, newly arrived 
and already gripped by the freezing 


cold. 

Three figures step from the door¬ 
way clad in heavy parkas and boots; 
the Doctor, already complaining of the 
icy conditions, Ben Jackson, a 
merchant seaman from London 1966 
and his friend Polly. 

Exploring their surroundings, the 
three are amazed to find what appears 
to be a periscope protruding from the 
snow. Their astonishment is shared by 
the soldiers manning the other end of 
the periscope. The blue police-box and 
the three travellers are not common 
occurrences in this lonely, inhospitable 
region! The soldiers emerge from a 
concealed hatchway in the ice and 
take the three time travellers prisoner. 

They are brought down into the 
base to face a hostile reception from 
General Cutler. He is suspicious of the 
three's presence here during the flight 
of the Zeus IV capsule. His suspicions 
increase alarmingly when a sudden 
flurry of activity reveals there to be a 
fault in the space craft's navigation 
system! Somehow the ship is way off 
course as though some force were 
acting on the craft, trying to tug it 


away from the Earth's gravitational 
field! 

Suddenly Snowcap's instruments 
start detecting a new force in space 
that could be the cause of the 
emergency. The scanners lock onto it 
and an image begins to fill the giant 
viewscreen at the base. It is a planet, a 
rogue planet that has entered the solar 
system from deep space bringing the 
total number of worlds in the Sun's 
orbit to ten! Further study of this 
strange new world reveals an even 
greater mystery — the land masses on 
the planet would appear to be iden¬ 
tical to the continents of Earth! 

So intent are the base personnel 
with trying to rectify Zeus IV's 
increasingly erratic orbital path that 
none of them notice the alien craft 
that drifts in for a landing not far from 
the underground installation . . . With 
the blizzard now quite fierce, the 
spaceship's arrival is not even noticed 
by the three soldiers trying, in vain, to 
force energy into the TARDIS. 
Suddenly, one of the soldiers gives a 
shout. In the distance three figures can 
be seen marching towards them in 
perfect unison — each one clad in pale 
blue-silver metallic armour! Even 
machine gun fire fails to stop the 
advance of the menacing seven-foot 
giants and the soldiers, engaging in 
hand-to-hand combat with the 
invaders are quickly overpowered. 
Without a word the armoured 
monsters begin removing the parka 
jackets from the fallen men . . . 

Down below, the emergency 
surrounding the stricken space capsule 
is escalating steadily. The enormous 
energy drain which the new planet is 
exerting upon Earth is drawing Zeus 
IV into an erratic eliptical orbit which 
even their retro rockets cannot 
correct. It seems that the astronauts 
face a lonely death far out in space! 

With all this to worry the Snowcap 
staff, no-one pays any attention to the 
three parka-clad figures who silently 
enter the control room. No-one, that 
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is, until the three reveal their mask¬ 
like faces. A guard on duty raises his 
machine gun but before he can fire, 
one of the creatures grasps a camera 
shaped device below his chest unit. A 
flash, a sudden whine of power and 
the soldier's body drops lifeless to the 
floor! 

In the stunned silence that follows, 
one of the invaders steps forward and 
indentifies himself as Krail. He, and his 
subordinates are Cybermen from the 
planet Mondas — Earth's twin planet 
that had once orbitted our sun until it 
broke away and drifted freely into the 

As Krail speaks, his captive 
audience becomes aware of just how 
alien these Cybermen are. Although 
the creature's mouth opens whenever 
it speaks, the lips do not move at all 
and the voice itself sounds as though 
electronically boosted in some fashion. 

Krail Cyber-leader explains that his 
brain is just human except that certain 
weaknesses, like emotion and feeling, 
have been removed. With replacement 
surgery highly developed on Mondas, 
and with these armoured exo-suits to 
protect them, the Cybermen represent 
a superior form of humanity — strong 
and immortal. 

Ben gains first hand experience of 


their strength when he tries to reach 
for the rifle dropped by the dead 
soldier. Krail spots this and takes the 
gun from him, calmly bending it in 
half. Gesturing to one of the other 
Cybermen, Krail orders Ben to be 
confined. He is locked up in the base's 
cinema projection room, 

Krail agrees to let Dyson and 
Barclay attempt to bring the helpless 
space capsule in for splash-down but 
warns that their efforts will fail due to 
Mondas' increasing magnetic pull. 
Grimly the scientists fight to help 
Shultz and Williams but their efforts 
prove useless — the capsule escapes 
Earth's orbit to go spiralling away on 
Krail's command . . . they will all be 
taken back to Mondas for conversion 
into Cybermen! Although the 
Cybermen are immortal they can no 
longer reproduce, they will 
therefore increase their race by 
performing the necessary operations 
on suitable humans. 

Meanwhile, Ben has not been idle. 
Overpowering one Cyberman, Ben 
attacks the tracking room, and with 
help from General Cutler, Krail and 
the remaining Cybermen are defeated. 

Cutler re-establishes contact with 
Mission Control only to learn that a 
second space capsule, Zeus V, has been 


launched, piloted by Cutler's son, in 
the hope of rescuing the two astro¬ 
nauts aboard the doomed Zeus IV. In 
despair. Cutler decides to strike the 
first blow in the interplanetary war 
between Mondas and Earth. As the 
General's technicians warn him of a 
fleet of 250 Cyber-ships now 
orbitting the Earth, the fanatical 
officer orders the terrifying Z-Bomb to 
be made ready. The Z-Bomb, housed 
at Snowcap, is a doomsday bomb that, 
when launched, will destroy all life on 
Mondas. 

The Doctor protests. The radiation 
released by its explosion could easily 
affect life on Earth. Instead he 
proposes they should wait, arguing 
that the Earth's vast store of energy 
will eventually prove too much for 
Mondas and when that happens . . . 

Favouring direct action. Cutler 
ignores him and orders the Doctor to 
be locked up in a bunk room. 
Worriedly, Polly stares at the Doctor. 
Usually a man of great vigour, the 
Doctor suddenly looks very old and 
very tired. 

As preparations for the missile 
launch proceed, Barclay's doubts 
increase. What if the Doctor is right? 
He finds his views shared by Ben and 
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Polly and eventually agrees to let Ben 
try a little sabotage. Stealing into the 
rocket silo, Ben carrys out Barclay's 
instructions and immobilises part of 
the launching mechanism, an action 
which nearly costs him his life when 
Cutler discovers him. 

The button is pressed but nothing 
happens. Consumed with fanaticism to 
save his son's life, Cutler's rationality 
wavers and he begins threatening the 
scientists with a gun, oblivious even to 
the warnings of a technician about 
another approaching Cyber-ship. Only 
when the harsh rattle camera guns 
echo around the tracking room does 
the truth penetrate Cutler's clouded 
mind, but by then he is already too 
late. Seeing the pistol in his hands 
Cyber-leader Krang blasts down the 
general. 

The Cybermen were aware of the 




despite his dwindling strength, the 
Doctor is able to divine the full nature 
of the Cybermen's plan. After the 
Z-Bomb is neutralised the invaders will 
retreat back to Mondas and destroy 
the Earth! 

Up in the tracking room, the 
Doctor directs Krang's attention to the 
monitor screen. Mondas is beginning 
to pulse light and dark as though it is 
absorbing too much energy. Soon, says 
the Doctor, the world will destroy 
itself. Krang orders a Cyberman to 
take the Doctor to their ship. 

Ben, Dyson and Barclay attack the 
Cybermen using removed isotope rods 
and for a while they are successful 
until more re-inforcements arrive and 
quell the attackers. The three are 
preparing to face death when an 
excited yell from a technician diverts 
their attention. True to the Doctor's 
prophecy, Mondas is melting, cracking 
and splintering into myriad fragments. 
And as Mondas dies, so too do the 
Cybermen. Cut off from the energies 
beamed to their helmets from the 
planet, the silver giants crumple and 
perish — the weakened humanoid 


bodies inside the suits unable to 
maintain life support without their 
mechanical aids. 

Concerned for PoNy and the 
Doctor, Ben races to the smoking 
Cyber-ship. Polly is frightened but 
otherwise unharmed. But as for the 
Doctor, he is shuddering with some¬ 
thing other than cold, appears 
hardly to recoghise his companions, 
and is obsessed by a need to return to 
the TARDIS. He stumbles out into the 
snow followed by his two friends but 
when they get to the ship they find 
the Doctor has locked the doors 
behind him! Frantically they bang on 
the wooden portal until at last the 
doors swing open . . . 

A strange sight meets their eyes. All 
the interior lights are dipping and 
pulsing and a curious electronic sound 
fills the air. The doors close behind 
Ben and Polly and the familiar sound 
of dematerialisation begins. Yet, it is 
not the ship that moves. Rushing over 
to the now unconcious Doctor, the 
two companions observe a strange 
transformation. Before their eyes, his 
face speckles and blurs as the signs of 



age fall away like a snake discarding an 
old skin. The white hair darkens and 
becomes shorter, the face flushes and 
fills out, becoming rounder. As the 
shimmering dies away Ben and Polly 
realise they are gazing upon a new 
face, a new body, perhaps even a new 
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the Tigellans quickly adapted to 
their new environment. 

In many ways The Dodecahe¬ 
dron — said by many to have 
fallen from the skies — is the hub 
around which Tigellan civilisa¬ 
tion revolves. The Savants, the 
science faction, identifiable by 
their short cropped hairstyles, 
have harnessed the energies of 
The Dodecahedron to maintain 
the city's technology. Light, heat 
and power all stem from the 
emanations of the mysterious 
artifact guarded day and night by 
the Deons. Recognised by their 
longer hair, the Deons are the 
religious half of Tigellan Society. 
Led by the imperious Lexa, the 
Deons attach a mystic impor¬ 
tance to The Dodecahedron and 
will permit no-one else to enter 
the chamber in which it is 
housed. 
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T igella and Zolpha-Thura 
are two worlds orbitting a 
sun in the Prion System. 
Yet, despite their proximity to 
one another each planet is the 
ecological opposite of its twin. 

Of the pair Tigella would seem 
to be the more inviting with its 
rich oxygen environment and 
lush carpet of vegetation. Appea¬ 
rances though, as the Doctor has 
often had cause to remark, can 
be deceptive. For it was the 
inexorable advance of the aggre¬ 
ssive vegetation - especially the 
lethal Bell Plants — that drove 
the pale, blonde Tigellans to 
adopt a subterranean existence. 
Building a vast underground city, 
warmed and powered by the 
energies of The Dodecahedron; 




The Savants and the Deons 
have equal voting rights in the 
Debating Chamber, though both 
acknowledge the leadership of 
the aged ruler Zastor. 

Zastor himself now faces a 
great crisis. Something is 
seriously wrong with the Dode¬ 
cahedron! Its power is growing 
more erratic each day and as its 
power surges grow ever wilder, so 
the very safety of the city is in 
peril. Deedrix of the Savants 
demands access to The Dodeca¬ 
hedron, so that a scientific 
examination of the artifact may 
be carried out. This would be 
sacrilege, retorts Lexa. If The 
Dodecahedron is in turmoil then 
it must be for a divine reason far 
beyond the understanding of the 
Savant heretics! 

A stalemate ensues, but it is 
one that might be broken by the 
intervention of a third party, an 


enough to understand the true 
nature of the Tigellans problem. 
One such as the Doctor perhaps? 

Meanwhile, on the rolling 
desert surface of Tigella's twin 
planet of Zolpha-Thura, a group 
of Gaztak fortune hunters have 
touched down. Their leader, the 
doleful General Grugger, is not 
amused. The whole planet 
appears lifeless and devoid of any 
signs of civilisation. Only five 
huge, gun-metal screens standing 
alone in the desert give any hint 
that there was once an intelligent 
race on this planet. There is only 
one survivor on Zolpha-Thura — 
Meglos! A being who keenly 
watches the Gaztak's arrival, for 
it means that he can begin to 
execute an ingenious plan that 
will involve the Gaztaks, the 
Tigellans and, not least of all, the 
unsuspecting Time Lord whose 
TARDIS is even now on course 
for Tigella . .. 
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PRESIDENT RIP 
VANWINKLE 

David Rice Atchison was 
I! President of the United States of 
f America for only one day! Presi 
LI dent Rolk's term of office ended 
('on Saturday, March 3rd, 1849 
l and the new President-to-be, 
[ Zachary Taylor, did not want to 
t be inaugurated on a Sunday. As 
I the United States cannot be 
I without a leader for even one 
I day the leader of the senate 
automatically became President. 
Saturday had been a very hard 
and tiring day for Senator 
Atchison, he went to bed late 
and slept soundly through his 
ft entire term of office as Presi 
r dent! ' 
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C raftmanship is a commodity 
that is visible all too rarely 
on our television screens, 
especially in a series that has 
been on the air for nearly seven¬ 
teen years! Yet, I found the 
word to be one of several that 
came to mind as I considered my 
overall impression of the opening 
Dr Who story of this season - 
"The Leisure Hive". 

The elements of stylish 
production, seen in embryonic 
form during last season's classic 
"The City of Death", eventually 


gave us this four part story that 
made it difficult to believe that 
we were watching the same show 
that offered "The Horns of 
Nimon" just eight months 
earlier. 

I believe that much of the 
credit must go to the new 
Producer, John Nathan-Turner, 
who has made several innova¬ 
tions, not least of which were the 
new theme music and the new 
title and credit graphics, both of 
which have been enormously 
successful. 


While on the subject of music 
I have nothing but praise for 
Peter Howell's incidental music 
score. In a recent television 
documentary, composer Jon 
Williams, pointed out what a sig¬ 
nificant part music played in 
creating the right atmosphere for 
a scene and by that token, Peter 
Howell's "Leisure Hive" created 
a perfect mood for the story. 
The versatility of the music 
spanned every emotion, from the 
feeling of menace engendered by 
the tones accompanying exterior 







shots of the Hive, to the levity of 
the comic rendition of "I do like 
to be beside the Seaside" during 
the Brighton beach scene! 

Another of the ingredients it 
was impossible to overlook was 
the change in the Doctor's 
costume. The abrupt switch from 
last year's bucanner adventurer, 
complete with leather knee 
boots, to this season's almost 
sombre style rather suited the 
changed role of the Doctor in 
this opening adventure. He is far 
more in the background now 
than before and I rather feel this 
is an innovation that will work 
to the programme's advantage, 
allowing us, the viewers, a greater 
chance to "get to know" the 
other characters in the story 
without being swamped by the 
Doctor overwhelming person¬ 
ality. Adrienne Corri's Mena and 
David Hcig's excellent portrayal 
of Pangol were obvious focal 
points for a viewer's attentions, 
but so to were non-speaking 
characters like the enigmatic 
Klout (Ian Talbot) or the doom¬ 
ed Morix played by Laurence 
Payne. All the actors and actress¬ 


es in "The Leisure Hive" came 
over very well, but even so, a 
definite feeling of presence was 
created as soon as the Doctor 
walked into a room. This I at¬ 
tribute , in part, to the shadow- 
like design of the Doctor's 
costume, for which I am prepar¬ 
ed to forgive June Hudson for 
excessive use of the colour red. 


"IT IS A FACT OF LIFE THAT 
THE MOST TERRIBLE 

MONSTERS EXIST IN THE 
_ MIND , , _ 

Turning to the very radical 
style of direction employed by 
Director Lovett Bickford, there 
is certainly no-one who could 
argue that every scene was not 
compelling viewing — cliffhanger 
shock endings, tantaslising 
glimpses of monsters, the 
beautiful use of colour, all work¬ 
ed to create a pace for the serial 
that has been sadly lacking in 
recent years. In many respects 
the twenty-five minute episodes 
seemed far shorter than they 
actually were! 

I feel the direction failed 
somewhat in scenes involving 



Above: Romana (Lalla Ward) in the first 
episode of the new series. Below: The sad 
result of a temporal experiment that went 
tragically wrong. Facing page: The Doctor 
and Romana enjoying a visit to Brighton 


the Foamasi. It is a fact of life 
that the most terrible monsters 
exist in the mind . . . Show 
someone a brief glimpse of an 
alien eye, or a three-fingered 
claw and immediately the 
imagination goes to work trying 
to put a shape to that monster. 
Thus, when episode three reveal¬ 
ed the Foamasi reptile, it could 
not help but be something of a 
disappointment. Nevertheless, 
my overall impression of "The 
Leisure Hive" was one of 
pleasant surprise. Having watch¬ 
ed Dr Who for seventeen years, 
I believed I had seen all the show 
could offer in the way of some¬ 
thing new, I have been proved 
wrong, and to assure me of that 
belief I merely had to switch 
channels and watch ITV's com¬ 
peting series Buck Rogers in the 
25th Century. It had a bigger 
budget, lavish models, superb 
special effects and some good 
photography, but for all that it 
was merely a cut-price Star Wars. 

Dr Who has regained its crown 
for the most inventive science- 
fiction series ever undertaken, 
and if the subsequent serials of 
this season are anything as good 
as "The Leisure Hive" then we 
can rest assured that, as Robert 
Browning put it, "The best is yet 
to be"! 
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Dr Who transforms village 


After seventeen years in 
production Dr Who has used 
a fair number of locations 
for its exterior scenes. Many 
venues from the streets of 
Paris to Reigate quarries 
have felt the tread of 
cameramen and sound 
engineers filming segments 
of the Doctor’s colourful 
adventures. 

Few places, however, 
have been taken over quite 
so completely as the village 
of Aid bourne in Wiltshire 
which was transformed for 
the 1971 story, “The 
Daemons”, and even re¬ 
named as Devil’s End. For 
several days animated 
gargoyles, a vintage yellow 
roadster, armed soldiers, a 


UNIT helicopter and a vicar 
with a neat, pointed beard 
did their utmost to disturb 
the peace of this otherwise 
peaceful piece of rural 
England. Nevertheless most 
of the local inhabitants, 
some of whom were roped 
in as extras for crowd 
scenes, enjoyed the display 
and I must thank reader 
Martin Spellacey for telling 
me that the pub sign of 
“The Cloven Hoof” which 
replaced that of “The Blue 
Boar” still hangs in the bar 
of the pub in Aldbourne. 
And, according to Martin, 
the landlord, Ray, doesn’t 
mind photographs being 
taken — so long as ‘ you 
order a few drinks ... 


Literary changes 


In this very edition of Dr 
Who Monthly you can read 
the full story of William 
Hartnell’s last serial “The 
Tenth Planet” which leads 
into his regeneration to the 
second incarnation, as 
played by Patrick 
Troughton. 

However, those of you 
who collect the series of 
Target Books may notice 
the discrepancy between the 
Doctor’s changeover descri¬ 
bed in this magazine and 
that of the took adaptation 
of the story by Gerry Davis. 

At the risk of appearing 
smug, the transcription in 
Dr Who Monthly is the 
authentic representation of 
the events seen on television 
back in 1966. When queried 
about the book alteration a 
few year’s ago, Gerry Davis 
replied that he had changed 
the ending of the novel to 


make the whole thing seem 
a more complete entity. He 
went on to explain that 
much of the regeneration 
scene had carried over into 
the first episode of the 
following story “The Power 
of the Daleks”. Thus, to 
have faithfully adapted 
“The Tenth Planet” into 
book form would have 
meant ending the novel with 
a cliff-hanger, and this he 
was advised against. 

Quote of the month 

DOCTOR: Never cared 

much for the word “impreg¬ 
nable” sounds a bit too 
much like “unsinkable”. 
HARRY: What’s the matter 
with “unsinkable”? 
DOCTOR: Nothing, as the 
iceberg said to “The 
Titanic” 

From "ROBOT" 1974 by 
Terrance Dicks. 


ITV challenge Dr Who’s 
viewing figures 


In a strong bid to upset 
Dr Who’s proven track 
record, ITV has scheduled 
the American science-fiction 
series Buck Rogers in the 
25th Century opposite Dr 
Who in all regions. 

For many years now, 
Programme Planners on 
both channels have regarded 
the early Saturday evening 
audience as a key advantage 
to winning the ratings battle 
for Saturday viewing. As 
part of the BBC’s Autumn/ 
Winter schedules. Dr Who 
has traditionally linked the 
large audience for the sports 
programmes in the after¬ 
noon with the larger family 
audience that tunes in for 
the evening. 


This year ITV are staking 
a lot on the success of Buck 
Rogers in the 25th Century 
due to its obvious parallels 
with Star Wars. It is an 
expensive series with lavish 
special effects and model 
sequences. 

Many eyes will be keenly 
watching the audience 
ratings but loyal fans of Dr 
Who can take heart from 
one distinction between the 
ratings war in this country 
and the equivalent in 
America. Even if Dr Who 
does badly it will not 
necessarily dictate a cancel¬ 
lation, as the BBC takes 
many other factors into 
account. 


Mat Irvine to work 


on new 
series 

A welcome return to Dr 
Who for Mat Irvine who will 
be taking time away from 
the pressures of writing for 
Starburst magazine to work 
on “Warrior Gate”, the 
provisional title for the fifth 
Dr Who story of this season 
written by Steve Gallagher. 

Arguably the best known 
behind-the-scenes face in Dr 
Who , Mat has worked on 
special effects for the 
programme since 1972, 
when he handled the scene 
of the TARDIS falling 
down a mountain slope for 
“The Curse of Peladon”. 

Since then, he has 
assisted on other Dr Who 
productions, including 
“Frontier in Space”, before 
being handed complete 
charge of special effects for 
the story “Pyramids of 
Mars”, for which he 
designed and built such arti¬ 
facts as the Marconiscope, 
and the landscape of future 
Earth as left by the passing 
of Sutekh. 

The piranha-like Horda 
creatures were his creation 



for the 1977 serial “Face of 
Evil” while for “The 
Invisible Enemy” he contri¬ 
buted the Titan shuttle craft 
model. 

Mat provided a whole 
array of props for “The 
Stones of Blood” including 
the tripod-mounted “beam 
machine”, Miss Fey’s wand 
and the model of the Stone 
circle used for several scenes 
where it would have been 
impossible to use the 
location shots. 

A frequent guest at con¬ 
ventions and exhibitions, 
Mat is perhaps best known 
for his appearances on “The 
Multi Coloured Swap Shop” 
where he demonstrated 
Boris the mechanical spider 
— used in “Planet of the 
Spiders” - to the arachi- 
phobic Noel Edmonds. 
Watch out for him at 
Marvel’s upcoming conven¬ 
tion in October! 
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